
/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ пр ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ¢ƻǿƴ ¢ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘΦ 

During the weekend of Friday 28 to Monday 31 May some 100 

people enjoyed a wonderful celebration of 45 years of Twinning in 

Stortford. Visitors from our twin towns of Friedberg, Hessen, near 

Frankfurt, Germany, and Villiers-sur-Marne, near Paris, France 

arrived via flights to Stansted, Eurotunnel, and EuroStar from Gare 

du Nord. 

 

¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ aŀȅƻǊ ƻŦ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘΣ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊ bƻǊƳŀ 

Symons, led the festivities. The Bergermeister of Friedberg, Herr 

Michael Keller, accompanied by his wife Susanne, and the Leader of 

the Town Council, Herr Hendrick Hollender, together with Councillors 

Erika Krueder and Rainer Kulb were the Civic representatives from 

Germany. Villiers was represented by Senior Councillor Dorine 

Fumee. Unfortunately the Maire of Villiers, M Benisiti, had had a 

skiing accident recently and was unable to travel. 

After the Friday evening with hosts, the Saturday morning 

commenced at 10am with ŀ Ǌǳƴ ǘƻ IŀǘŦƛŜƭŘ CƻǊŜǎǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 

Stortford Running Club and also an Ecumenical service at St 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wŜǾ 5ŜǊŜƪ IƛƴƎŜΦ  After a 

ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜΩǎ ǎƛƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 

memory of Aurelie Fouquet, 26, the Villiers policewoman, who was 



gunned down on Boulevard Friedberg in Villiers- Sur-Marne on May 

20, whilst tackling criminals.  

 

Francoise Mousny reading a Lesson. 

Readings were made by the Chairmen of the three Twinning 
Associations: Francoise Mousny, Villiers, Rolf-Dieter Kobel, Friedberg 
and David SmitƘΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘΦ IȅƳƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳƴƎ ōȅ ŀ ŎƘƻƛǊ ƻŦ 
.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ ¢ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ wŜǾ 
Hinge.  
 

Following the Ecumenical Service and coffee and biscuits, Twinners 
ventured into the church porch to see heavy rain waiting to soak 
them! They were met by Dr Sarah Turner, Curator of the Rhodes 
Museum together with John Griggs, museum volunteer, for a guided 
tour of 19th Century Stortford, from Church Street to Portland Road, 
then Castle Street,  which by contrast had much smaller terraced 
houses ς 2up 2down with outside toilets and housed large families.  



 
Dr Turner and Twinners outside of the Old Court House, Church 

Street 

When the railways came, roads such as Jervis Road, Bartholomew 
Road and Nursery Road grew up to house the rail workers and 



workers of the malting industries. Dr Turner had some amusing and 
interesting tales to tell of some of the past inhabitants of the area.  
 

The walk concluded at Holy Trinity Church, a church founded by Rev 

Frederick Rhodes, father of Cecil Rhodes. Walkers were then invited 

to go to the museum to look around and have a warm coffee in the 

dry! It was agreed that the areas visited were interesting as they 

ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ 

Stortford. Dr Turner and John were thanked for their interesting 

tour. 

The Mayor hosted the Civic dignitaries to a light sandwich lunch in 

the Town Council Chamber. 

After lunch the Civic party and Twinners arrived at the Ferguson 

/ŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ at 3pm, where the BSTTA 

Chairman, David Smith, chaired a presentation and discussion forum 

on the 2010 9¦ ¢ƘŜƳŜ Ψ/ƻƳōŀǘƛƴƎ tƻǾŜǊǘȅ and Social ExclusionΩ. The 

first of three presentations was given by Peter Gray on behalf of 

Richard Blake, who then answered questions. Richard is a member of 

the National Forum for Learning Disabilities and Co-chair of the 

Learning Disabilities Joint Partnership Forum and spoke of how he 

had suffered and then, with assistance from the Government, had 

been able to overcome poverty and social exclusion. 

The second and third presentations were given by Herr Michael 

Keller, Friedberg Bergermeister, and Councillor Dorine Fumee of 

Villiers-sur-Marne on behalf of the Maire, M Benisiti. Both speakers 

detailed the size of the issue and how, despite budgetary pressures, 

they were continuing to assist the disadvantaged in their respective 

towns. 



A general question and answer session followed and the forum 

concluded at 5pm. 

 

 

Richard Blake speaking at the Forum. 

 

¢ƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘƻǊǘŦƻǊŘ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ 

evening Buffet and Entertainment when the BSTTA invited all visitors 

and their hosts to an excellent meal provided by Alan Beere Catering. 

The main school hall was decorated with the flags of the three 

nations and committee member Maggie Groves had provided super 

flower decorations for each table. After wining and dining the 

wonderful Graham School of Dance provided some exceptional 

dance entertainment. This was followed by speeches by the Mayors / 


